
 
 

 
Minutes of Christmas Lights Working Group 

 
 

14th April 2021 
 

1 pm via Zoom  
(Due to the COVID-19 pandemic it was not possible for the Working Group to meet in person) 
 

 
Present:  Councillor D Jack, Joy Jack and Prue Blake (Christmas Lights Appeal Group. 
 
 
In Attendance:  Matthew Snowden (Deputy Town Clerk) and Libby Woodhouse (Administrative Assistant) 
 
 
41/20: Introduction 

 
41.1 The Chair to explain that the meeting is being live-streamed on You Tube via Zoom. 

 
Councillor Jack took the Chair for the meeting. 
The Deputy Town Clerk explained that due to a technical issue, the meeting could not be live-
streamed on You Tube but would be recorded and uploaded later. 

 
41.2 The Chair to explain meeting protocol in terms of using remote technology. 

 
The Chair explained meeting protocol in terms of using remote technology. 
 
 

42/20: To receive apologies for absence 
 
 Apologies were received from Councillors P Astell and T Astell 

 
 

43/20: To note the minutes of the last meeting held on the 3rd March 2021 (see attached) 
 
 The Committee noted the minutes of the last meeting held on 3rd March 2021. 
 
 
44/20: To receive the statement of finances. 

 

 The Deputy Clerk reported the Council had budgeted £30,000 for the forthcoming year. 
 The Christmas Lights Group have £4,913.90 in their account. 
 

 
45/20: To consider plans for the 2021 Beverley Christmas Lights (see attached a list of items purchased for 

2020, some of which members may wish to reorder for 2021). 
 
 Councillor Jack provided the following report for the meeting: 

• Peter Jacobson is repairing the Christmas Lights at the Unit and will undertake more work in 
May/June which is a quieter time for them. 

• The uplighters at North Bar are now assets in the duty and care of ERYC.  ERYC may ask BTC to 
fund repairs once they have assessed what needs doing.  The uplighters will be white all year and 
will change colour or have a filter on them at Christmas.   

• Solar Lighting – The Committee will try testing one string of 20 solar lights in Coronation Gardens 
over the summer to see how they work. This will cost £20 to include 20 lights of 80 m in length and a 
solar panel.  The Deputy Clerk will liaise with Peter Jacobson to sort this out. 
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• The Christmas Lights Group will purchase as many Little Blizzards as they can with the remaining 
funds in their account.   

• Two fittings are needed for Railway Square.  The Deputy Town Clerk will price these up and Prue 
Blake will contact the Freemasons to see if they are willing to help fund these.  

• The Deputy Town Clerk will price for one fitting for Swaby’s Yard. 

• The next meeting will be 16th June 2021. 
 

 
 
The meeting finished at 1.30 pm. 
 
 
 
Signed:         Date:     
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Minutes of Christmas Lights Working Group 

16th June 2021 

1 pm via Zoom  
(Due to the COVID-19 pandemic it was not possible for the Working Group to meet in person) 

Present:  Councillor D Jack, D Horsley and A Willis and Mrs Joy Jack (Christmas Lights Appeal Group). 

In Attendance:  Matthew Snowden (Acting Town Clerk) and Libby Woodhouse (Administrative Officer) 

 Delegation of Duties: From May 2020 to 6th May 2021, the Emergency Coronavirus Act allowed Councils to meet 
and make resolutions via remotely technology. However, the Government decided to discontinue this from 6th May 
2021 onwards. Therefore, on 12th April 2021, Full Council resolved to delegated all decisions to the Acting Town 
Clerk (other than those that by law cannot be delegated). It was also resolved to continue holding meetings, but due to 
being unable to make direct resolutions remotely, all decisions made by Councillors will be recommendations to 
advise the Acting Town Clerk in their decision making. 

1/21: Introduction 
The Chair to explain that the meeting is being live-streamed on You Tube via Zoom, detail the meeting 
protocol in terms of using remote technology and make a rollcall of Councillors and Officers 

The Chair explained the meeting is being live-streamed on You Tube via Zoom.   
Councillor Jack reported that P Jacobson is unwell and the Committee wished him well for a speedy recovery. 

2/21: To receive apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Prue Blake and Peter Jacobson. 

3/21: To note the minutes of the last meeting held on the 14th April 2021 (see attached) 

The Working Group noted the Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th April 2021. 

4/21: To receive the statement of finances. 

The Acting Town Clerk reported that there was £30,000 allocated for Christmas and Year-Round lighting. 
Items suggested for purchase through this Working Group will go to the Planning, Property & Services 
Committee next week for approval. 

5/21: Purchases: 
To receive an update on purchases made following the previous meeting 

RECOMMENDED: The Working Group recommends the following purchases are approved at the Planning, 
Property and Services Committee Meeting of 22nd June 2021: 

(a) Swaby’s Yard – one lighting installation to match the other two purchased last year. 
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(b) Station Square – two lighting installations to match as closely as possible the three re-conditioned ones 
purchased last year. 

 
(c) Memorial Hall – two blanket lighting installations from Blachere in the approximate sum of £400 each to 

match those purchased last year – total £800 approximately. 
 

(d) Cross Street and the Beck Head – to allocate a total sum of £6,000 for statement pieces at each location. 
 
(e) Cherry Tree Centre – to allocate a sum of £2,000 for lighting installations. 

 
 
The Working Group agreed the following locations did not need work at present: 

• Wednesday Market – there are enough strings of lights in the store to add to the display. 

• Town Centre blizzard lights – waiting for ERYC advice regarding electrical infrastructure and then the 
Christmas Lights group will purchase the required number 

• Saturday Market – no lights are needed and Councillor Jack will check with Geoff Sygrove with regard to 
the Market Cross. 

• Coronation Gardens – a trial string of solar powered lights had been purchased by Councillor Jack and he 
will put them up and monitor them. 

• Well Lane – the lights are up and are staying up.   

• Landress Lane – is in abeyance dependent on a change of property owner. 

• Samman Road and Hull Road – are waiting for ERYC advice regarding electrical infrastructure. 
 
 
6/21: To consider plans, electrical work and purchases for the 2021 Beverley Christmas Lights 
 
 Councillor Jack will speak to ERYC regarding potential plans and resultant electrical work for: 

• Shops through the town centre for blizzard lighting which will be funded by the Christmas Lights Group. 

• Samman Road and Hull Road 

• the corner of St Mary’s Primary School (the corner of Manor Road and Eden Road) 
 
 
7/21: Switch-on Ceremony 

To consider holding a Christmas Lights Switch-on Ceremony in 2021  
 
Councillor Jack will speak to Mr G Sygrove regarding a potential switch-on ceremony. 
 
The next meeting will be held at 6.30 pm on 13th July 2021 via Zoom. 
 

 
Meeting finished at 1.35 pm. 
 
 
 
 Signed  ____________________________________________________ Date:     
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Your reference number is CAN341322042.

Thank you for submitting Community Asset Nomination Form

Name of organisation: Beverley Town Council

Is the property in the East Riding of Yorkshire?: Yes

Postcode:: HU17 0AJ

Select address:: St John Ambulance, Wilbert Lane, Beverley, East Riding Of Yorkshire, HU17 0AJ

Title:: Mr

First name:: Matthew

Last name:: Snowden

Position in organisation: Acting Town Clerk

Email address:: clerk@beverley.gov.uk

Confirm email address:: clerk@beverley.gov.uk

Contact telephone number:: 01482 874096

Other telephone number:: 07966550867

If we need to contact you about the information in this form, how would you prefer us to do
this?: Email

subform 1:

Is your contact address in the East
Riding of Yorkshire?

Postcode: Select address:

Yes HU17 9BL
Beverley Town Council, 12 Well Lane, Beverley,

East Riding Of Yorkshire, HU17 9BL

Which best describes your Organisation?: Parish Council

How many members do you have?: 14

Name of asset: St John Ambulance Brigade Hall

subform 2:

Is the address in the East
Riding of Yorkshire?

Postcode: Select address:

Yes HU17 0AJ
St John Ambulance, Wilbert Lane, Beverley, East

Riding Of Yorkshire, HU17 0AJ

Owner's name: St John Ambulance
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subform 3:

Is your
contact

address in
the East
Riding of

Yorkshire?

Address
line 1:

Address
line 2

(optional):
Street: Town: County: Country: Postcode:

Contact
telephone
number:

No
St John

Ambulance

27 St
John's
Lane

Clerkenwell London
UNITED

KINGDOM
EC1M
4BU

03700104950

What do you consider to be the boundary of the property? Please provide as much details
as possible: The boundary of the property are detailed on the attached image, marked in red.

Select a file, then hit the 'upload' button: Location.png

State of asset: In use at the present time

Main use of the asset: Beverley headquarters of the St John Ambulance Brigade and a vital
facility for a number of other community groups and organisations.

Why do you feel the property is an asset of community value?: The St John Ambulance
Brigade Hall in Beverley is a late Victorian building, founded to service the Beverley community – a
role it fulfils to this very day. 

Originally built as a Scottish Baptist Chapel, the foundation stone was laid on 7th April 1888, with
the first service taking place in January 1889. When the Scottish Baptists no longer required the
building in 1920, it was used for various religious and community purposes for a quarter of a
century, until it became the local headquarters for the St John Ambulance Brigade in 1945. Since
then, it has established itself as a vital facility that has served not just the Brigade, but also many
other community groups, residents and organisations over the past 75-plus years. 

Alongside the St John Ambulance Brigade, the venue is used by a range of groups, including the
New Harvest Church on Sundays, weekly groups, training sessions, and it is the long-standing
home for Beverley Brass Band to rehearse and store their instruments. It also serves as an
affordable venue for such events as community meetings, political hustings and more. 

The St John Ambulance Brigade has gone through a nationwide review, resulting in the planned
closure of 117 of its 352 buildings, due to a significant financial deficit. The Beverley facility has
been selected as one of those buildings identified for closure as part of this cost saving exercise. 

However, it is the belief of the other groups that rely on the facility, alongside members of the wider
community and Beverley Town Council, that this building needs preserving as a community asset.
Despite the Brigade itself no longer requiring it, the loss of the building would have a disastrous
impact on the other organisations that use it and cannot afford the rent of other similar facilities.
Beverley simply cannot lose any more community venues of this kind. 

By retaining community use but without the Brigade utilising it most of the time, new opportunities
will be available for even more community groups to hire and benefit from the building, thereby
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giving it a new lease of life and compound further its role as a vital community asset. 

For over 130 years, this building has provided Beverley with a vital resource for the local
community. Although the ownership has changed, its purpose has always been (in one way or
another) to serve the people and community of Beverley. If this building is lost either through
demolition or being repurposed for residential or private use, it would be of great determent to the
community. The Town Council itself is actively considering the building as something it could run
for the benefit of residents, but believes by it becoming a registered asset it will ensure further that
this wonderful resource will be secured for the community. 

On behalf of current venue stake holders, potential user groups and the wider community, Beverley
Town Council urges East Riding of Yorkshire Council to approve this nomination and classify the
St John Ambulance Hall as a true asset of community value. 

Upload copy of group constitution (if you are a constituted group), select a file then hit the
'upload' button:: Constitution.doc

Upload name and home address of 21 members registered to vote in nomination area (if
group is not constituted), select a file then hit the 'upload' button:: Nothing Required.docx

Upload site boundary plan or map (if possible), select a file then hit the 'upload' button::
Location.png, St John Ambulance Hall.jpg

Name: Matthew Snowden

Date: 10/06/2021

By selecting confirm, you are indicating that you have read, understood and agree to the
above declaration.: Confirm

DataProt:

How we use your information (Data Protection)

We collect, use and store personal information (in line with the Data Protection Act):

for the reason you have given it and where you have granted us permission
to deliver and improve our services
to prevent and/or detect crime and to carry out enforcement action (where required)
to check your details are correct across our services
identify other services that may benefit you

You can find out more about how the council uses your information
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